88                      MUSSOLINI
Tirelessly organising, delivering speeches, writing articles, he was gratified to see that the futile policy of Socialists and other left-wingers increased the number of his followers. The 1921 elections put him at the head of the parliamentary candidates with 178,000 votes. He was elected in Milan, Bologna and Ferrara. Thirty-five Fascists entered the House of Parliament. One of their first acts was to eject forcibly a Socialist deputy called Misiano. Mussolini himself made few speeches during the session. But his group made spirited attacks against the changing governments.
The pen and the sword served the Duce equally well. In October, 1921, he had a duel with a former Socialist comrade, Francesco Ciccotti. " He was the long hand of our Italian political masonry," Mussolini says. " After several assaults the physicians were obliged to stop the encounter, because my opponent had a heart attack. Shortly before that duel I had another with Major Baseggio over some parliamentary squabble/'
It was in November, 1921, that Mussolini convoked in Rome a large Congress of the